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A book about an 87-year-old 
unsolved murder might pique 
anyone’s interest these days, but 

when it involves the tragic disappear-
ance of a child, everyone tends to pay 
attention.

This is precisely the response to 
local author Paul Hoffman’s new 
book, “Murder in Wauwatosa: The 
Mysterious Death of Buddy 
Schumacher,” which tells the story of 
an 8-year-old Wisconsin boy whose 
body was discovered about a mile 
from his home in 1925 after a seven-
week search following his disappear-
ance.

Hoffman, a Wauwatosa native, 
heard about Arthur “Buddy” 
Schumacher Jr. as a child when an 
elderly neighbor woman told him, “I 
know who killed the Schumacher boy.”

The special publications editor at 
the Daily Journal, who is also the edi-
tor of the Edinburgh Courier, has 
spent nearly 30 years in the news 
industry as a writer and editor and 
has always wanted to write a book.

After a couple of attempts and diffi-
culty getting past the third chapter, 
Hoffman was a bit overwhelmed at 
how great of an undertaking writing a 
book really was. He had been working 
on a pre-teen book based on his own 
childhood experiences when one day, 
he decided to look further into the 
murder of the boy his neighbor had 
spoken about a few times over the 
course of a couple of years.

Knowing that his parents had pur-
chased a home in Wauwatosa from an 
Art Schumacher, coupled with the 
comments from his neighbor, 
Hoffman’s curiosity got the best of 
him and about 2 1/2 years ago, he set 
about finding the truth.

“At the time, I had been working on 
another book,” Hoffman explained. 
“But as I started finding more infor-
mation about the Schumacher story, it 
intrigued me so much that I couldn’t 
walk away.”

His research took him through old 
newspaper articles, census records, 
and tracking down Buddy 
Schumacher’s relatives, one of which 
lived as far away as Australia. The 
relatives were more than willing to 
share what little stories and photos 

that they had of Buddy and their fami-
ly, and Hoffman found that through 
his research, he was able to share 
details of family history with them 
that they hadn’t seen before.

The book not only contains old pho-
tographs and newspaper clippings, but 
also present-day photos that Hoffman 
took on his trips to Wauwatosa. One 
photo shows the swimming hole where 
Buddy and some friends were heading 
when he was last seen.

Hoffman’s quest for information 
wasn’t without challenges, though. 
The Wauwatosa Police Department 
does not have any records prior to 
1934, including the physical evidence 
that might have been later used to 
identify and convict Buddy’s killer. 
Newspaper articles were often sensa-
tionalized in a “yellow journalism” 
style and oftentimes conflicted from 
one day to the next, and anyone 
involved with case is now long gone.

“One photo I came across was of 
Buddy’s friends sitting across a table 
from a suspect pointing at him; they 
were almost close enough to touch 
him,” Hoffman said. “No reputable 
newspaper or police department 
would allow that kind of photo to be 
published today.”

The brick walls didn’t deter him, 
however, and as Buddy’s story began 
to take shape, Hoffman made sure 
that some of the subtle pieces of the 
story were brought to light.

“I didn’t want the book to be just 
about the murder of a child,” Hoffman 
said. “It’s also a story about homeless-
ness and the care, or lack of care, for 
the mentally ill back then.”

One of the prime suspects was a 
homeless man, or a hobo as he was 
called in that time, and the second 
suspect who actually confessed to the 
murder suffered from mild mental 
retardation. A third suspect also con-
fessed to the murder. Hoffman guides 

the reader by presenting facts of the 
investigation, which took some inter-
esting twists and turns, as well as pos-
sible theories as to what truths those 
facts may indicate.

Hoffman also said that there is a 
lesson that can be learned about chil-
dren and pedophiles. He brings up 
other child murders around that time, 
where in some cases, the victims were 
lured in by their attackers.

“Just because a person is nice to a 
child doesn’t mean it’s safe,” he said.

Another important point Hoffman 
wanted to make was that while there 
is nothing good about the tragic end-
ing of Buddy Schumacher, some posi-
tive developments did happen after-
ward. The city not only banned 
vagrants just months after Buddy’s 
death, but it began cleaning up its 
parks and in 1933 built a public swim-
ming pool not far from the old swim-
ming hole.
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Courier editor brings 1925 mystery to life
Book signing

Who: Paul Hoffman, Edinburgh 
Courier editor, Daily Journal special 
publications editor and author

What: “Murder in Wauwatosa: The 
Mysterious Death of Buddy 
Schumacher,” book signing.

When: Wednesday, 4 to 6 p.m.
Where: Edinburgh Wright-Hageman 

Public Library.
Cost: $20
Info: 526-5487, PaulHoffmanAuthor.

com
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Paul Hoffman, editor of the Edinburgh Courier will be signing his first book: 
“Murder in Wauwatosa: The Mysterious Death of Buddy Schumacher,” at the 
Edinburgh Wright-Hageman Public Library from 4 to 6 p.m. on Wednesday.


