
dwarfed by the wall it’s hanging
on, Veach suggests outlining the
painting with concentric blocks
of color to make the art appear
bigger.

“I like to find solutions,” she
said.

One of the solutions people
have for drab walls is faux
painting. Veach said that
wallpaper has gone out of
style, due partially to the
difficulty in removing it, and
sponging is out, too.

The latex finish of her faux
painting, however, can be
painted over in five to 10
years, she said.
Protect your walls

Another plus to the faux
painting, as opposed to a
traditional paint job, is that
with the glaze mixed in, it
takes twice as much pressure
to create a ding.

“It’s great for high-traffic
areas,” she said. “It hides
defects in walls, fingerprints
and wear and tear. Walls in a
new home will look terrible
(in a short period of time) if
there’s any use at all. In my
home, I have three boys and

their friends over … and it
doesn’t look like it.”

Full wall scenes can make
dramatic changes in a room.
But just about anything can
help a room look bigger,
warmer or more fun. 

Instead of putting a couch
against a wall, you can put a
wall mural and fill that empty
wall without inhibiting traffic,
she said.

Veach gets most of her
clients though word of mouth,
her Web site
(www.byteresa.net) or through
Angie’s List, which has
honored her with a Super
Service Award.
Getting to know you

During an initial
consultation, Veach provides a
portfolio of her work, looks at
the space the client is
interested in having done and
talks to the client about what
he or she wants.

“They pull some (photos) out
and we come up with
something unique. I never do
the same thing twice,” she
said.

Within 60 to 90 minutes,
Veach has all the information
she needs to price out the job
and sketch what she intends to
do.

“It’s very affordable,” she
said. “I can work within a
budget.”

She also said most of her
work is timeless. 

“If you have a 5-year-old, I
try to take them all the way to
11 or 12. I interview the child.
And customize what they
like.”

New products are coming
out all the time, such as the
magnetic paint Veach used in
her kitchen. 

She wasn’t real thrilled with
that, though, as it took about
10 coats. She does try out new
products in her own home
before using them for a client.
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Some of the different looks Teresa
Veach, owner of Designs by
Teresa, has painted include, from
left: a wall that matches the
comforter and pillow cases in a
bedroom; stones and flowers over
an entryway; a textured, tile look;
and below: racecars in a child’s
bedroom.


